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" the southwestern tip of Virginia, the southeastern corner of Kentucky, and the north-

_mortheast to southwest and the '‘Gap is delineated by two peaks: to the northeast is'

“:hardwood forest.

‘Cumberland Mountain forming a 3000 foot long triangle. The Kentucky portion extenqs:
'..J

- . feet by 3000 feet. The Tennessee section forms a rough rectangle 500 feet by 1500
‘-a;feet extendlng south—southeast of Trl—State Marker.._, - o

If.The dlstrlct 1nc1udes 20 hlstcrlc structures.

e The Wllderness Road or1g1nally blazed by Daniel Boone led from Long Island of the~-

- widened for the use of wagons in 1796. It remained a wagon path in poor repair untlll

During the Civil War, this route was part of the "Tazewell Road" and the "Kentucky
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CUMBERLAND GAP HISTORIC DISTRICT - VIRGINIA, KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE

This district comprises that portion of the Cumberland Gap vicinity which lies within
the boundaries of Cumberland Gap National Historical Park. Cumberland Gap is a notch
in a narrow section of Cumberland Mountain, part of the Allegheny chain, encompassing
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eastern corner of Tennessee. The Gap is the result of a block fault running perpen—
dicular to the axis of the mountain. The ridge of the mountain runs generally form .

the Pinnacle, and to the southwest is Tri-State Peak where Kentucky, Tennessee, and
Virginia meet. A natural passage through the Gap runs northwest from 1350 feet

elevation at the base of the mountain in Virginia, enters Kentucky at 1850 feet in o
the "saddle of the Gap", then curves southward as it descends the western slope to .
1150 feet at the base of the mountain. The Pinnacle is 800 feet above the saddle .at:.
2440 feet and Tri-State Peak is 1980 feet in-elevation. Originally covered with
Oak-Chestnut hardwood forest, the present flora 1s ‘second and third growth mixed

o --.‘

The portlon of the dlstrlct in Vlrglnla extends to the east of the ridge of

northeast of the ridge on the western slope forming a rough rectangle about 4500

1. Wllderness Road (GSI—KV)

Holston River (Ringsport, Tennessee) 208 miles to Boonesboro, Kentucky. "In the

vicinity of Cumberland Gap it led from the Tennessee-Virginia state line up rh‘fﬁg_
the eastern slope of Cumberland Mountain to the saddle of the Gap then to the north '
east curving to the east as it descended the mountain leaving the present park
boundary near the confluence of Davis Branch and Little Yellow Creek. Prior to its ™
designation as the Wilderness Road during the eighteenth century westward migration,:
this route was a buffalo trace used by Indians and occasional white traders and hunt-
ers. The path was gradually 1mproved during the later half of the 18th century and 3

an alternate route nowobliterated by U.S. 25E brought the original route into disuse

State Road™. The alternate route was macadamlzed in 1908 brlnglng trafflc around the‘
_orlglnal route.5af o : K.t ] )
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! Cumberland.._Gap has been for centuries a passageway for man, 'be:.ng the only eas:Lly

~accessible’’ pass through the Allegheny Mountains. It his witnessed the movement of |
peoples from aboriginal Indians to modern travelers, and has played an important
role in 'the westward expans:.on of the Un:.ted States. Its mportance as a ne.tural ’

o

Probably
_ s, these early hunters found the route through the -

- . .mounta:.ns and established a trail between the Tennessee Valley and the rich hunt:.ng,
: grounds of Kentucky. Dué to competition for game, different- tribes’ ‘begar to battle
’& ? for the r1ght to use thls land and t:he tra11 hecame part of the "Warnors path"

After the dlSCOVEry of Cumberland Gap by Dr. Thomas Walker ia 1750 lnere351ng
‘numbers of white men from the Virginia and the Carolina Colonies passed through
Cumberland Gap  in search of pnew land and good hunting, but two wars and the fear of
Indlan ‘attacks. prevented large numbers of permanent -settlers from going west before
'1790.: .In the- 1nter‘.|.m, men.like Daniel Boone made the area and themselves famous by~
itheir long, perilous trips through the Gap into the Kentucky Wilderness.. In 1775, -
Boone blazed a trail from the Holston River in Tennessee through Cumberland Gap to
the Kentucky Rlver, glvxng ‘the route the name of “Boone 8 Trace". -
A "F.',;.‘":."-'-w:"’ : S
Durlng the ]790 8 'a. mass‘of immigrants passed through Cumberland Gap 1nto‘Kentucky
at ‘the-rate- of nearly 100 per .day. These people were lured to the cheap lands to
the‘west and began pourlng through the Gap as soon as western travel seemed safe.
But ‘the Gap s gained 1mportance began to decline as more people used the easier
route :through the Ohio Valley. ;Westward travel through the Gap nearly ceased by 1800. "
\ During the decade of heavy use, the tra11 through the mountarns was koown as "The g
Hllderness Road" SR r*_f o :

jthe pr:.mary users: of th:.s pase were Indians.

o

Through the nrneteenth century. Cumberlend Gap was a 1oca11y 1mportant commercial
passage, 'used by stockmen and merchants more than immigrants. Only during the Civil.
War did the Gap agaln come to national prominence. Judged an important strateglc
pass by both.sides it was strongly fortified including IS defensive works, service
and storage. bulldlngs, and roads, and held alternately by the Union and Confederate.
Armies, but.never was the scene of a major battle.. Since the Civil War, Cumberland
Gap has eontlnued to serve as a passage, though part of the Wilderness Road which
gave it its. orxglnal importnace has been obliterated. The road has been improved,

' graded and widened contlnually during th;s century, as Cumberland Gap has contlnued

v 1ts func:t]_onﬁxs a‘ passageway for man. ool et .
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The exact route of the original trace cannot be stated with certainty. However,
evidence of the Civil War road is present and it is probable that it was the route of
the original Wilderness Road. It consists of a 2700-foot section running from the
Iron Furnace;, near the Tennessee state line, through two switchbacks to near the
saddle of the Gap where 1250 feet of roadbed is obliterated by U.S. 25E. . The old

- road then runs south of 25E for 3480 feet ending at the Pinnacle Road near the base

- of the mountain. The Virginia portion is maintained as a hiking trail; the Kentucky

" portion is in good condition but overgrown.
2. Fort Foote (G-52)

.Built in 1861, Fort Foote is a Civil War defensive position for cannon placement.

‘The Fort is one of eight such forts of primitive earthwork construction placed along
both sides of the road to defend against enemy movement through the pass. Of these
eight, two forts have been obliterated by the construction of U.S. 25E. This fort
was constructed by the Confederate Army which, under the command of General Felix
Zollicoffer, first occupied the Gap in 1861. Named Fort Hunter by the Confederates,
it was later called Fort Foote by the Union Army, and was occupied under General
George W. Morgan in 1862. The Gap area and Forts changed hands twice again, remaining
in Unlon control at the end of the War. .

'Fort Foote is located on the northwest slope of the Tri-State Peak at an elevation

of 1820 feet. Originally it was a rectangular platform, 46' X 34', faced on two

sides by 5' high earthen berms, reinforced by sod-filled baskets, or "gabions".

The position included an 8' X 6', 7' high log powder magazine and a 4' wide rifle

pit leading from the Fort to Tri-State Peak. The present remains of Fort Foote
consist of a flat area with a 30' long mound on its southern edge and badly eroded
remains of the rifle pit.

3. Fort Nathaniel Lyon (G—Sii

Fort Lyon is a Civil War caunnon position. Built by the Confederate Army in 1861, it
was used alternately by both armies until the end of the War, and was called Fort
Pitts by the Confederate Builders. The Fort is located onr the ridge of Cumberland
Mountain near the Pinnacle, at an elevation of 2505 feet. It was originally composed
of six zig-zagging log and earthen walls, with 5 triamgular abutments or "embrasures",
and an underground log magazine. The structure measured 240' X 60' with a depth of
2'9" to 6'6". The magazine was 9' X 7', 8' high, and 10' underground. The present
remains are four zig-zagging, overgrown mounds. ‘

4. Fort Robert L. McCook (G--54)

Called Fort Rains by the Confederates, this structure is a Civil War cannon position
built by the Confederates in 186} and used alternately by both armies until the end

R I

-
=




Form No. 10-300a
[Rav. 10-74}

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RECEWED NO\J 2 “878 , .

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

ATEENTERED . . :

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 2 B
o
%,

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEMNUMBER 7  PAGE 3 5
-
of the War. It is located on the west slope of the Pinnacle at an elevation of Eg

1860 feet. Originally the Fort was a semicircular platform measuring 49' X 45' with
four 5' walls of earth, reinforced with gabions and a log retaining wall. Presently
the site consists of the platform with portions of the berms existent but partially
overgrown. This is a developed interpretive site with a cannon displayed and two
wooden signs. Adjacent to the site are a paved path and parking lot. -

5. Fort Farragut (G-35)

This Fort is a Civil War cannon position called Fort Churchwell by the Confederates
who built it in 1861. It was held alternately by each army until the end of the War.
It is located on the ridge of Cumberland Mountain south of the Tri-State Marker, at
an elevation of 2040 feet. It was originally a linear structure with a long,
gabion-reinforced wall, and a shorter wall angled at one end. It measured 35' X 70'
with a wall height from 2'9" to 3'3"., It is now a signed interpretive site with a
curved mound 60' long. It is so badly deteriorated Vletors cannot identify it as

a earthwork fortlflcatlon. :

6. Fort Edgar (G—56)

‘This Civil War Canuon p031t10n was built in 1861 and called Fort Green by the
Confederate builders. It was used by both armies throughout the War. It is located
on the north slope of the mountain near the Pinnacle, at an elevation of 2260 feet.
It was originally a 200' X 300' oval hilltop, bordered by a 10' earthen wall. It
included gabions at one corner and four rectangular mounds in the interior for
cannon placement. At present, the site is heavily overgrown, but the perimeter berm
is intact and traces of the 1nterlor mounds exxst. :

7. Fort McRae (G-57)

A Civil War canmnon position, this fort was built in 1861. It was first named Fort
Mallory, and was used by both armies throughout the War. It is located on the west =
slope of the Pimnacle at an elevation of 1960 feet. It was a generally rectangular
68" X 40' structure with a seven-sided earth and gabion wall 5' high, and a 10' X
10', 6' high magazine in the center. A rifle pit extended 750 feet from the Harlan
Road. Present remains include a small corner of the berm and the rifle pit.

8. Morgan's Commissary (G-58)

This Civil War structure was used to house and disperse supplies. It was built in
early summer 1862 by the Union Seventh Division under General Morgan, and was burned
in September of that year during Morgan's evacuation of the Gap. It is located on
the north slope of Tri-State Peak at an elevation of 1680 feet. The building was

PR = —— ’ - — - trp— ~ - — o e —— e -
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probably of log construction and was 180 feet in length. The present remains consist
only of a flattened level area of the same length.

9. Union Powder Mﬁgazine (G-39)

This underground structure was used for the storage of gun powder during the Civil
War. Built in 1861 or 1862 by either army, it was exploded during Morgan's evacuation
in September 1862. It is located on the north slope of the Tri-State Peak at an
elevation of 1760 feet. Details of its original design are unknown and the remains
consist of a crater, 52' X 30', 30’ deep.

10. Barlanﬂ Raad (G—60)

The ClVll War perlod wagon road ran frOm Cumberland Gap, north to Harlan, Kentucky.
It was probably built during the Civil War, which is when historical evidence first
appears, and was used until the Skyland Road (now called the Pinnacle Road) was
constructed over a portion of it in 1929, prior to the area becoming a Park. The
Harlan Road runs north from the Saddle of the Gap past Fort McCook. Originally,

an unimproved dirt road, it's present remains within the historic district consist
of a 10-foot wide overgrown trace running 1100 feet north from the Pinnacle Road
near Fort McCook. After leaving the historie district the road disappears and only
isolated sections can be identified.

11. Fort McCook - Fort Lyon Road (G-61)

This dirt road was built durlng the C1v11 War to service the Forts, and was probably
used until the Skyland Road was built in 1929. It ran from Fort McCook up to Fort
Lyon, along the ridge of the mountain, and down the east slope through Lewis Hollow.
The only remains are a 2200 foot portion between the two forts. This trail is
heavily overgrown and deeply eroded in several places.

12. Fort Farragut Road (G-62) ' B : _

This was an unpaved wagon trail built and used during the Civil War to provide
service to defensive positions on Cumberland Mountain south of Cumberland Gap. It
led from near the saddle of the Gap south-southwest 1100 feet where it branched,
One fork extending 850 feet to Fort Foote; the main road ran up Tri-State Peak
through Kentucky and Virginia 2250 feet to the point where Kentucky, Tennessee, and
Virginia join. From there it ran another 1800 feet into Tennessee along the ridge
of the mountain to Fort Farragut. ‘

It was probably used extensively as a trail‘until 1958 when the park roads were built.
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The historic roadbed is now used as the Tri-State Trail except one 800' section

that parrallels the Tri-State Trail at a slightly lower elevation west of the Tri-
State Marker.. The portion used as a trail is clear of vegetation but not paved or
graveled. That portion not used as a trail is overgrown with forest but is
structurally intact. While during the Civil War the surrounding area was cleared of
‘vegetation, the present trail is bounded on both sides by 2 new growth of Oak-
hardwood forest. The trail averages 10' in width.

13. Iron Furnaceﬁ (G-SB)

This structure was used during the nineteenth century as a charocoal blast furnace
for smelting iron. Probably built between 1813 and 1835 by Martin Beaty, it was
operated intermittently until about {881, by a number of people including John G.
Newlee for whom the foundry was named at the end of the century. The foundry and
buildings were used for ammunition storage for a part of the Civil War. This foundry
is considered one of the last exampleg of a cold-blast charcoal furnace. :

The furnace: is located at the base of Cumberland Mountain, next to Gap Creek near
Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, at an elevation of 1350 feet. In 1870, the foundry group

~ consisted of the blast furnace itself, a 25" X 26', 35' high limestone chimney lined

- with firebrick; a casting shed, a 15' X 20° 51ng1e story frame building connected
to the south; a 2% story, 30' X 45' storehouse to the north, with a 30' overshot
‘water wheel to power the blast machinery; and a fleming mill detached from the
complex nearby. Presently the site includes the 30' remains of the blast furnace, a
grasss covered slag pile, a large stone with drill-holes for splitting it, and a
portion of a flume, cut to channel Gap Creek around the foundry.

14. Battery # 3 (G-64)

This structure is one of fifteen Civil War defensive positions 1dentxf1ed by Captain
Sydney Lyon in 1862. These defenses were constructed by both the Confederate and
Union Armies who altermately occupied the Gap during the Civil War in an effort to
block enemy movement through the mountain pass. Battery # 3 is one of seven numbered
batteries constructed by the Union Seventh Division under the command of General
George W. Morgan in 1862. It was designed for placement of either small cannon or
riflemen, and is located at the base of Cumberland Mountain, near the Wilderness
Road, at an elevation of 1350 feet. Originally the Battery consisted of an angled
earthen wall with sod-covered parapet, two protruding "embrasures", a powder magazine,
and a 200' rifle pit. The structure measured 70' X 56' and was 13%" deep. Presently
there exists an elongated mound, split by a drainage and overgrown with pine trees.
The rifle pit is no longer ldentlflable.

15. Battery # 5 (G-65)

Constructed by the Unlon Army in 1862, thlS 91te was used for placement of cannon or -

A
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rifle defenses. It is located in the Gap near Solider's (Cudjo's) Cave at an
elevation of 1670 feet. Originally it was a linear trench lined with logs and out-
fitted with three embrasures. The site measured 36' X 70', and 8' deep, with 20'
long embrasures. The remains consist of two small mounds and a pile of stones.

I6. Battery # 6 (G-66)

This battery was constructed in 1862 by the Union Army for cannon or rifle defenses.
It is located below the saddle of the Gap by the Wilderness Road Trial at an
elevation of 1560 feet. It was originally a rectangular pit, 120" X 70', with six
log embrasures. Now a portion of one of the berm sides remains.

17. Battery # 7 Road (G-67)

This Civil War service road ran south from the saddle of the Gap along the east
side of Tri-State Peak, crossed the Tennessee-Virginia line, and ended at Battery
# 7. After the Civil War, this road was apparently used as access to a house site
that developed adjacent to Battery # 7 location. The road is currently overgrown
with mixed hardwood forest but is structurally intact from Battery # 7 to within
100 yards of Highway 25E in the Saddle of the Gap. This section partly within the
L & N Railroad right-of-way is heavily overgrown and has been disturbed by power-
line and highway construction.

18. Battery # 7

Built by the Union 7th Division under General George Morgan in (862 for cannon
defenses, Battery # 7 was originally an angled earthen wall, sod-covered with log
reinforced inner wall and.three log reinforced gun embrassures. The front wall was
originally 8' high, the back 9', with overall dimensions of 125' X 60'. Although
the current dimensions remain the same the walls are eroded to an average height of
3'. The Battery form is well preserved , but overgrown with young Tulip and Paw-Paw
Trees and a protective ground cover of myrtle. It is located just inside the park
boundary in Tennessee 750' southeast of Tri-State Peak at approximately 1700’ ele- .
vation and its southern tip is crossed by the power line right-of way.
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19. Battery # 2

Battery # 2 remains. today only as a cleared area used since the War for a house

site. It is densily overgrown with Kudzu and can be identified only by a terrace
on the hillside with a slight xise on its lip and short sections of rifle trenches i
in the woods on either side. The cleared area is about 60" X 35' and is all that I
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remains of a curved earthwork with 3 log reinforced embrasures, , front sodding and
log reinforcing at ends, a centrally located 10' X 20' X 7' magazine in the back
wall and 300' rifle trenches on each side. The work was constructed by Morgan's
Union forces in 1862. Tt is located just north of the Vlrgln1a~Tennessee line 1500"
west of Tri-State Peak at 1360' elevatlon. :

20. Battery # 4 L

Battery # 4, was an L-shaped earthwork with two log and barrel reinforced embrasures:
facing east, a plank barquette running eastwest, and powder magazine at the junction
on the L. The eastwest leg, on the north end, was 30" long, the northsouth leg 95'
long, and the work was approximately 30' wide and 12' deep. A 700' rifle pit con~
nected Battery # 4 to other defenses to the west. The work was comstructed by
Morgan's Union forces in 1862. It remains only as a level area with a very slight
lip on the north side and a 200" section of rifle pit. The site, 500’ southeast of
the Iron Furnace was used for a house, so rem31ns partlally clear but identifiable
remains are practically destroyed. :

Several Civilian structures used by military forces in what is now the town of
Cumberland Gap are identified on historic maps. Like Battery # I}, the town has
developed over these sites until all remains are gone and even the site of structures
other than those described cannot be identified. The following structures and sites
located within the district are non-conforming elements that intrude upon the
historic properties. )

A. Highway U.S. 25E
This paved, two and three lane highway bisects the nominated prOperty and
passes through Cumberland Gap., Although owned by the U.S. the highway is on a
deed easement and maintained by Kentucky and Virginia.

LA Sty

B. Pinnacle Road and Overlook Complex
This narrow paved highway extends four miles from the Visitor Center to the top
of Cumberland Mountain to provide visitor access to that area. Near the ridge
is a paved parking lot and a stone overlock platform constructed on Plnnacle
Road overlooking the historic Gap.
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C. Information Shelter
Adjacent to the .Pinnacle Road parking area is a small structure with three .
rooms used to dispense information during the summer and to provide restroom , [
facilities year round. The structure is a modern development with no historic
significance, - :
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D. Baumgardner House

A two story white frame building constructed in the 20th century, the house
served as a private residence in the town of Cumberland Gap prior to its
acquisition by the National Park Service. The structure does not have any
relation to the parks major themes--18th century westward expansion, the
American Civil War, or industrial development prior to 1900, There is no
information available to link the structure to any significant historical events
in the locality. The house, located near the Iron Furnace (Structure G-63) is
presently used for park quarters. ' ’ '

Architecturally the house is typical of thousands of existing Appalachian
Mountain homes of this century. There are several similar structures in the
town of Cumberland Gap. As originally constructed it was a square two story
wood frame building with exterior brick chimney. Interior changes prior to
Park Service ownership have not been documented. A gable porch supported by
four brick pillars extending the full length of the front was added prior to
acquisition by the National Park Service. The weather board exterior and tin
roof were completely replaced by the National Park Service in 1974,

E. Storage Building

Adjacent to the Baumgardner Residence (No. 3) is a 6' x 9' brick building with
gabled tin roof. It is to be removed when the residence is removed. The |
structure has no significance to the historic periods represented by the park.

F. Railroad Right-of-Way

This 100' wide corridor above a railroad tunnel owned by Louisville and Nashville
Railroad bisects the nominated property from near the park visitor center to
Cumberland Gap, Tennessee. Within the corridor all tree growth is removed
periodically and above ground telephone and telegraph lines on wooden poles are
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G. Power Line Right-of-Way

These high voltage electric transmission lines on double wooden support poles

maintained by Kentucky Utilities Company enter the nominated property near

Middlesboro, Kentucky, pass several Civil War structures on Tri-State Trail, ‘

cross the ridge at Tri-State Marker and exit the park near Battery #7., The ]

corridor is cleared of trees creating a visual impact in both sides of the
- mountain. ' : ' :
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H. Cudjo's Cave B

The cave and souvenir shop on the opposite side of U. S. 25E are held under a
reserved right by Lincoln Memorial University. The University uses the water

from large springs found in the cave and also conducts tours of the cave.

There are no clearly established historical associations except that the cave -
was an attraction for troops stationed in the area during the Civil War. Tradition
attributes use for military purposes, but no documentary evidence exists. -

There are a total of 27 structures and 51fésvw1th1n the historic district. Of

these 20 contribute to the qualities that make the property eligible for nomlnatlon
while the remainder do not. :

The park museum items are also con51dered hlstorlc resources, Of the many items in
the park museum collection, only a few catalogued items can be identified as original
objects used, manufactured, or having significance within the area nominated. Most
appropriate objects are metal remains found onsite by employees and park visitors.

A few items are tools and foundry by-products associated with the Iron Furnace that
operated intermittently in the nominated property from 1820 to 1880. Most objects
are projectibles and metallic accouterment parts associated with military occupation
of the Gap from 1861 to 1865. Also included in the collection are several American
Indian relics, mainly stone pro;ectlle points, collected at various locations within
the area.
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U.S. Highway 25E and other modern conveniences have caused the Gap to lose some of
its historical flavor; however it is still the scene of one of the great migrations
to the west. Loss of the Gap and its remaining historic structures would mean the
loss of an area that effectively tells of the great trans- Allegheny migration of
1775-1800. ‘

Cbjects in the collection are important because of their association with the
nominated property. Having a direct relationship to two historic periods
represented by the park they are necessary to document park themes.. They also
present research opportunities to staff and people other than employees because
they document the details and characterlstlcs of past occurrencés that will not be
repeated. :

Since no well defined boundaries existed in the historic period and the physical
character of the landscape within the proposed district has clianged, boundaries

were based on historic maps and remaining significant evidence of past human activity
associated with park themes -~ westward expansion, Civil War, and industrial
development. An arbitrary boundary for the district was thus -established to in-
clude all known sites of significant historic resources and a buffer zone

around known sites while creat1ng a boundary that can be identified both on maps

and the 1andscape. e ke R
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